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International Mechanisms to Protect the Rights
Of Internally Displaced Persons

Dr. Ahmed El-Sayed Ali Mohamed*

Abstract:

According to the report prepared by the Internal Displacement Monitoring
Center and the Norwegian Refugee Council on May 22, 2017, on
displacement cases in 2016, in January 2016, the number of internally
displaced people reached about 31.1 million cases of internal displacement,
and the number of displaced people continued to increase until it reached by
December 2016 about 40 30 million cases of internal displacement.

The continuous increase in cases of internal displacement in recent years has
led to increased concern in the international community, where the internally
displaced often suffer from deprivation of their rights, which threatens the
possibility of their survival, and the number of deaths among internally
displaced persons may increase to large proportions, especially among
vulnerable and elderly people. Children, pregnant women, and the disabled,
due to the hardship they suffer during displacement, and the internally
displaced enjoy all the rights enjoyed by ordinary people such as education,
health, food, clothing, housing, shelter ... etc., but the reality indicates
otherwise.

Although internally displaced persons may be covered by the protection
established by international human rights law and international humanitarian
law, it is difficult for governments and organizations concerned with the
affairs of displaced persons to identify the safeguards applicable in specific
situations, so the United Nations has tended to adopt a set of guiding
principles on displacement internally to address the ambiguous effects and
loopholes in the law. The International Committee of the Red Cross takes
care of the internally displaced, through its constant presence close to the
displaced and ensuring that their rights are respected. The African Union
countries have succeeded in approving the “Kampala 2009 Convention for
the protection of internally displaced persons and emphasizing to respect
their rights.

In light of all this, it is necessary to search for practical frameworks through
which internally displaced persons can be returned to their homes, and this
calls for research into the causes of displacement, its effects and the
possibility of solving its problems. Therefore, the government must provide
care and basic services urgently to these dlsplaced persons and develop
permanent solutions to their situations by helping them. to return to their
original places of residence or by setting up programs to integrate them in
their new places.

Keywords: Internal Displacement- International Humanitarian Law-
Guidelines - Kampala Convention - International Committee of the Red
Cross.

* PhD in Public International Law, Faculty of Law, Assiut University, Arab
Republic of Egypt.
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