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Cybercrime in the Fourth Industrial Revolution:
Reality and Hope
A Descriptive, Analytical, and Prospective Study
In the Field of Criminal Law

Dr. Muath Sulaiman Rashid Al-Mulla*

Abstract:

In his book titled Fighting Computer Crime, the American expert and
researcher in the field of information security, Donn B. Parker, mentioned an
influential phrase that we should bear in mind, which is that “we need to know
as much as possible about the misuse of computers and their effects in order to
protect our information effectively; knowing the points of weakness alone is
not sufficient.” This phrase really reveals to us the reality of our knowledge of
cybercrime, its causes, and it’s devastating effects, yet we are still unable to
confront its frightening development on human societies, especially in the era
of the Fourth Industrial Revolution. These crimes are considered among the
most important challenges that the countries of the world as a whole have
sought to combat and limit their destructive effects. However, the experiences
of those countries and the efforts they have made since the emergence of these
crimes in the seventies of last century until the present day have put us before
the reality of the inadequacy of their legal system and its effectiveness to
confront these crimes. Its continuous development and the failure of nations to
comprehend the effects of this development, which led to the widening of its
risks due to the technologies of the era of the fourth industrial revolution, such
as artificial intelligence, the Internet of things, big data, metaverse, and other
technologies. These crimes conveyed a quantum leap in terms of performance
and effects. So, in this paper, we wanted to show the features of the
development of cybercrime, to stand on the impact of the technologies of the
fourth industrial revolution on its nature, and to show the objective and formal
challenges that have imposed themselves in recent times. For this purpose, we
decided to follow a descriptive and analytical approach in which we explored
the reality of these crimes and their challenges before the criminal law, to reach
conclusions and recommendations that include solutions to this confrontation.
Keywords: Cybercrime - Criminal Law - Challenges - The Fourth Industrial
Revolution - Artificial Intelligence.

* Associate Professor of Criminal Law, Kuwait International Law School, Kuwait.
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