I ()

(\U L,s\

abal Jughdl
ol Tl i et 52
@R040 i) desid] ety il Rmbdd | dullidei 0

*boall gyl doal sy /sousadl
Lol 8 olgidl) o) i daalgial ddee ojliels (sl Gunse JEal) iy
lgagd Julgin o cApepdll Gagaill A plill seld e WUl eyl HSSY)
V) ixd Y Jatill S 13l caeloal (e anting Loy (ell) 3l o Leliys maliag
e dagell Jpyn cllish (Joally Asall Ay ) dndyg odmey by dga
Al ey cpalally alall saidll slelay cJd) liel 4d sy Jillly (3650
a5 adey (gagiaaly elelill ade Ly dae sa el daliadll slely
) Alga¥l ddell sl Maladl dylll calsie A 3l s JEA)
Wiy (e cdde Je— Joa¥) (o sl bajliie b L) cdae pill daliad) laacass
ala) dae 3l aalial) e Taaie blael Jogill e Leile by o —dilag Jusl
Gl Syal mlhadll aseia Gly t ) I (el Gl B Jliall oy
cllaay dalill Qb GLd ae calgial¥ly Lliay) & dle) Laaly ¢ Alaal)
Jaylly Ll bylie) 3sa A8l daladl g5y
Dl agiaall Ll QS e Bl Al Zola L Sl Gl (8 s
leie il ) bl e Alen el Aala o adajill Ay o) 4ll Al
Jsa de il Ayl Aaliadly el QU aill 558 Jisll) of sleias cunl)
pall o Jasy of eyl ladll & Jua¥l ofs A1 e Wajlie) aiaey L
e ddyay Leay Aa
Dlgia) = ady o) — dalias — Jost rdalidal) clalst)

— L)L Gealall dana daalay i 3tal — bl 40 gl dpula bl Liedl jlaay Jlauf *
Sy yal) ASLadl)

Addat z3ladg Ao dad dul s - gadiall o gl
(2080 &) ot il (¥ giand! Gl (e

3950 Lty el ey 5S35/ guSiat!




I ()

The Interest-Based Interpretation

A Theoretical Study and Applied Models
from the Beginning of Al-Mujtahid
to Ibn Rushd Al-Hafid (D. 595 AH)

Dr. Zakaria Ahmed Edriss Elkhaoua*

Abstract:

The article explores the concept of "interpretation" (ta’wil) as a process
of ijtihad (independent reasoning) used by Islamic jurists to derive legal
rulings. This process is based on established principles for examining
and understanding sacred texts and applying them to real-life scenarios
and emerging circumstances.

Interpretation is valid only when supported by evidence that elevates it
to a level of correctness and acceptance. Similarly, applying interpreted
rulings to specific cases requires considering the consequences (ma’al),
Islamic law's general and specific purposes, and the notion of public
benefit (maslaha). This consideration of maslaha is a longstanding
practice of jurists and ijtihad scholars. The article, as reflected in its
title, focuses on "interest-based interpretation" (ta’wil maslahi), which
refers to the process of reasoning strengthened by the principle of
public benefit—whether maslaha is considered an independent source
of law or simply a guiding objective in applying rulings.

In the first theoretical section, the article aims to clarify the term
"interest-based interpretation," highlighting its importance in ijtihad
and deduction of rulings. It also addresses the reasons for
interpretation, its scope, the types of public benefit, and the limits of
considering maslaha in the processes of interpretation and application.
The second section examines practical examples drawn from the
book Bidayat al-Mujtahid wa Nihayat al-Mugqtasid by the jurist Ibn
Rushd al-Qurtubi (Averroes). The article concludes with several
findings, including the idea that interpretation applies only to texts that
allow for it, that public benefit is only considered when supported by
valid evidence, and that the default understanding of Islamic legal texts
is their apparent (literal) meaning unless there is evidence to indicate
otherwise.

Keywords: Interpretation - Public Benefit - Ibn Rushd - Ijtihad.

*Professor at the Saudi Diplomatic Mission Schools in Rabat, Visiting
Professor at the University Mohamed Fifth in Rabat — Morocco.
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