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The Extent to Which Sex Change is Permissible
Due to Gender Dysphoria
(A Comparative Study in Omani and Emirati Law)

Prof. Mohamed Ibrahim Bendari Elsayed*1
Dr. Moustafa Abou-Mandour Mousa Eisa*2

Abstract:

The issue of sex Change due to gender identity disorder is considered
one of the thorny topics in Arab countries, especially the Sultanate of
Oman and the United Arab Emirates, which preceded others in
regulating this issue with legal texts. Gender identity disorder means a
person’s psychological incompatibility with the gender with which he
was created by God and the gender to which he tends to belong. The
person hates the gender they were born as and tends to transition to the
other gender.

Omani law has addressed this issue with a single, brief provision in the
law regulating the medical profession, which is an ambiguous text that
raises doubts regarding its interpretation. This is in contrast to the
Emirati law, which regulated this problem with clear and precise texts,
and carefully distinguished between sex change and sex correction for a
hermaphrodite, prohibiting the former absolutely, and permitting the
latter with specific controls.

Therefore, in our research, we concluded with a proposal to amend the
text of Article 32 of the Law Regulating the Practice of the Medical
Profession, so that it distinguishes between changing the sex and
prohibits it absolutely, even due to gender identity disorder, and
correcting the sex, which is permissible for a hermaphrodite whose sex
is ambiguous between male and female.

Keywords: Gender Identity Disorder — Sex Reassignment — Sex
Correction — Gender.

*1- Professor of Civil Law, College of Law, Sultan Qaboos University.

*2- Assistant Professor of Civil Law, College of Law, Sultan Qaboos
University.
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