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The Legal Nature of Artificial Intelligence Technologies and
Their Impact on Criminal Liability

Dr. Nizar Hamdi Ibrahim Qishta*1
Maryam bint Salem bin Hamed Al Rahbi*2

Abstract:

This study examines the legal nature of artificial intelligence (Al)
technologies by analyzing legal theories and comparative law that
conceptualize the legal personality of Al systems. The study is
significant because it addresses a major legal challenge posed by
crimes committed wusing Al technologies, particularly in
determining criminal liability. The research problem revolves
around whether Al technologies can be granted legal personality
and held accountable for their actions. The study reviews the
modern legal trend advocating for the recognition of Al entities as
having legal personality and criminal responsibility. It also
analyzes the legal representative theory introduced by the European
Parliament in 2017 as part of the European Union's guidelines on
robots in civil law. The study concludes with an important finding:
despite the advanced capabilities of Al technologies, they lack
awareness, which is a fundamental element for establishing
criminal liability for individuals. Omani and Emirati legislators
continue to treat criminal responsibility for crimes committed using
Al systems the same as for crimes committed using any other
machine.

Keywords: Technologies¢  Artificial Intelligence« Legal
Personality¢« Criminal Liability< Presumed Liability.

*1-Associate Professor of Criminal Law, College of Law,
A'Sharqiyah University.

* 2- Junior Public Prosecutor - Public Prosecution- Sultanate
of Oman.
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