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Legislative and Administrative Protection for People with
Disabilities in Light of International Agreements
(A Case Study of the Sultanate of Oman)

Dr. Khalid Hamdan Said AlI-Omairi*
Abstract:

International organizations, led by the United Nations, have adopted a
set of standards to protect the rights of persons with disabilities, most
notably the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD), which the Sultanate of Oman ratified under Royal Decree No.
121/2008. In implementing its commitments, the Ministry of Social
Development prepared the initial national report and submitted it to the
UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Moreover,
Oman enacted the Law on the Care and Rehabilitation of Persons with
Disabilities under Royal Decree No. 63/2008.The central issue of this
study revolves around the role of legislation and administration in
protecting persons with disabilities in Oman in line with its international
obligations, through an analysis of both the theoretical and practical
frameworks of protection and their effectiveness in practice. The study
adopts a doctrinal approach to examine the theoretical dimension and a
critical analytical approach for the practical application. The research
aims to explore the evolution of the legal and administrative protection
system and to propose improvements that enhance the inclusion of
persons with disabilities in society. Among its key findings is that
international standards are based on the principles of protection, equality
before the law, social participation, and empowerment through access to
social rights, such as education, employment, and healthcare. The study
recommends that Oman ratify the Optional Protocol to the CRPD and
the Marrakesh Treaty, and expedite the issuance of a Law on the
Protection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities following the
completion of its draft.

Keywords: Persons with Disabilities - International Agreements -
Legislative Protection - Administrative Protection.

* Assistant Professor of General Administrative Law, Police College, Sultan
Qaboos Academy for Police Sciences.
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®) Tallinn Guidelines for Action on Human Resource Development, General
Assembly 38" session, New York, 1989, p.149

©® Sundberg Declaration, international year of disabled persons, The World
Conference on Actions and Strategies for Education, Prevention and
Integration, UNESCO, Spain, from 2-7/11/1981

( Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, The World Conference on
Human Rights, Vienna, 25/6/1993,
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/vienna.pdf, p.16-17

® Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development, The World Summit for
Social Development, Copenhagen, 6-12/3/1995 UN publication, No.
E.96.1V.8, resolutionl, annexesI&II.
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Constitutional Classification”, University of Michigan Journal of Law Reform,
vol. 35, Issue 1, 2001, p.57
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Lenisa Joseph, From Rights to Realities: Confronting the Challenge of
Educating Persons with Disabilities in Developing Countries, Global

Education Review, 3(3), 2016, p.16.
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